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Comparison of three methods for determining
saturated soil hydraulic conductivity

lyad Srayeddin”
Abstract

In this study three different methods were used for determining
saturated soil hydraulic conductivity (ks), constant head, Rosetta code
and Wind Both Rosetta and Wind methods were compared with the
reference method (hydraulic constant head). In addition, statistical
tests using Root Mean Square Error (RMSE) and Mean Error (ME)
were used to identify the best method. The results showed that the k;
estimated by both Rosetta and Wind methods were biased and
underestimated comparing to the ks measured by the reference method.
The Wind method showed the least RMSE value of 0.38 cm.min™.
Moreover, the estimated ks values was about 5% of the measured ki
values. Furthermore, the lowest ME value of -0.27 cm.min™ was also
observed when using Wind method. On the other hand, despite the
high correlation (r=0.88) between the measured and the predicted ks
values, when using Rosetta method, a great RMSE value of 0.67 cm.
min™ are also found. Moreover, the estimated ks values presented
about 41.9% of the measured ks values. More generally, employing
both Wind and Rosetta methods for determining ks, provides an
uncertainties in ks values. However, Wind method appears to be the
best for obtaining a reasonable estimate of k.

Keywords: Saturated hydraulic conductivity, hydraulic constant head,
Rosetta.
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0.192 0.235 1.55 40.2 31.7 28.1 Clay loam 40-20 1
0.195 0.245 1.59 30 39.9 30.1 Clay loam 40-20 2
0.186 0.232 1.64 37 36.6 26.4 Clay loam 60-40 3
0.224 0.268 1.53 31 39.6 29.4 Clay loam 40-20 4
0.201 0.248 1.58 34 37.9 28.1 Clay loam 60-40 5
0.222 0.263 1.58 32.5 37.7 29.8 Clay loam 60-40 6
0.207 0.247 1.55 37.1 31.4 31.5 Clay loam 60-40 7
0.222 0.262 1.48 23.8 43.2 33 Clay loam 60-40 8
0.223 0.263 1.33 35.9 33.1 31 Clay loam 60-40 9
0.213 0.261 1.39 38.1 35.6 26.3 Clay loam 60-40 10
0.183 0.226 1.55 30.4 41.6 28 Clay loam 60-40 11
0.192 0.234 1.58 29.2 36.8 34 Clay loam 60-40 12
0.229 0.272 1.50 27 48.4 24.6 loam 40-20 13
0.211 0.247 1.56 26 50.1 23.9 loam 40-20 14
0.206 0.243 1.59 2715 49.1 23.4 loam 40-20 15
0.192 0.235 1.59 33.4 43.6 23 loam 40-20 16
0.217 0.260 1.49 35.1 39.3 25.6 loam 40-20 17
0.173 0.207 1.43 32.4 44.6 23 loam 40-20 18
0.197 0.233 1.40 46.2 34.3 19.5 loam 40-20 19
0.131 0.203 1.51 40.2 45.2 14.6 loam 40-20 20
0.201 0.243 1.47 31.5 455 23 loam 40-20 21
0.190 0.237 1.51 24.6 55.4 20 silty loam 40-20 22
0.186 0.225 1.46 29.3 52.7 18 silty loam 40-20 23
0.265 0296 | 149 16.1 44.5 39.4 Silty Clay loam 40-20 24
0.127 0.181 | 1.27 56.7 27.1 16.2 Sandy loam 40-20 25
0.179 0226 | 1.63 48.6 25.4 26 Sandy clay loam | 40-20 26
0.115 0.156 1.44 55.6 23.7 20.7 Sandy clay loam 40-20 27
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14.2 2.8 0.065 0.013 0.459 1
16.7 8.2 0.015 0.007 0.090 2
91.1 25 0.278 0.008 0.305 3
37.7 6.0 0.050 0.008 0.133 4
11.7 7.8 0.012 0.008 0.100 5
79.8 8.2 0.064 0.007 0.080 6
2.7 9.2 0.003 0.011 0.125 7
94.7 2.6 0.360 0.010 0.380 8
335 2.1 0.365 0.023 1.090 9
63.3 17 0.650 0.017 1.027 10
8.5 2.8 0.031 0.010 0.370 11
21.8 8.4 0.026 0.010 0.120 12
23.8 2.7 0.102 0.012 0.429 13
54.7 1.6 0.368 0.010 0.673 14
4.8 45 0.010 0.009 0.210 15
93.7 8.3 0.106 0.009 0.113 16
95.9 6.8 0.160 0.011 0.167 17
81.5 3.6 0.413 0.018 0.507 18
37.3 3.5 0.280 0.026 0.750 19
16.0 4.9 0.064 0.020 0.400 20
32.4 3.7 0.133 0.015 0.410 21
40.0 19 0.363 0.017 0.907 22
40.7 9.2 0.103 0.023 0.253 23
6.3 4.4 0.010 0.007 0.160 24
45.1 3.3 1.005 0.074 2.231 25
315 10.3 0.040 0.013 0.127 26
51.7 4.6 0.750 0.067 1.450 27
41.9 5.0 (%) plad) b gial)

5 Rosetta odiphall e JS Ajlhe & 2 IS5 A ddee maas dal (e
Jamiia S Ggnapall Al aa Wind
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:dma yall 48y )halls Rosetta 4k o A3)\8al .11

e Lal) (Rosetta) ciiiphll o ks o b laaly W1 (2) saadl e LDl
ks o 39lal i€ (S5 Rosetta aladiul ge maUl K paddly Cua oyl
Gligd ale haugiel caapall ks Aad (e % 5 L JSy sed cApmasall Akl
oyl I @iy L(2) dsaadl (4 maly s WS Al Gl
ad A (4885 an —0.47=ME) bias _aS alyails kg pa&s 4 (underestimation)
ladyy il L(3) Jsaadll 8 5yl Aslan) Al s WS oyl o K
A vie Chatyl Lgnas ko i (3 0alady) 13 sasl Al Gaage
iy dad sl (2013) o575 Mavimbela e o8 4u))y 8 .Rosetta 45k
Sl helall da)la ae RoOsetta Ayl d3lhe aladin) e (428 —0.05)
Aglial) L)

i i Gkl o AgE) Lles ‘_,a Aasdiall 3.}.\‘1..4;‘;\ LA IES Y ( 3) Jeaad)

logioks ks
=2 ME RMSE g2 ME RMSE W gg
(Basls oo | (Bl 0y (Radyom) | (hy/au)
0.63 -1.37 1.39 0.77 -0.47 0.67 C.head - Rosetta
0.62 -0.53 0.67 0.85 -0.27 0.38 C.head - Wind

il AL cCalyaiy) 1a (e Ay ll aiall Sl el Juasill Allall a5 8
Ziasly (3 dsall) (l0gso k) cordiall winle sl Jaasill o el 25 500 13
& il Jrasll Lpagle gl Aedl aladiud die Ul Cibady) laie G Gl
sany S Calaty) b e S (Aillaall 4iad) a3 (—1.37=ME) Lubl 238
i due 1306 cilad Auy 8 (-0.002) &l sy (2001) s33a)s Schaap
Ko a8 CibatY) 138 Schaap aafs ¢ SolSual) LeaSy 8 auly IS alias
o Rosetta alaxinly pudiall Jreasilly sull cuensind il il cdia) )
shll gsinall Lol e ABUal dapla ) clpta 4l B Rensial) ol
salall aga AV 5l Ko paell Juagill 5f A(h) sl dea ANV 4l anal)
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ial e Lokl Llee o a0l 2 WS T e lejg a3 k()
Ca ikl RMSE Uaal) deg ¢l ¢liS dplany) duhall cuiy (g Al
(2013) o53ejs Mavimbela sans ) Uadll e ST sa5 4ady/an 0.67 &b
o)y Adhanom Laad sans o3 Uadll o X ST5 ¢(428y e 0.06)
Parasuramam sass 3l Uadll Jlae (an oy Lol o(488 s 0.45) (2012)
e 128 cilad Al b 388y/an 0.96 50.29 G sl 535 (2006) e5dke)s
l0gio el e Casundd) RMSE Uadll dad g byl ) dglaa) duhall s
(2001) o5>s)s Schaap o)S3 i) Wadll e ST 585 (3 Jsaall) 1.39 &l K

e 1306 ciled 4l 8 (0.58 =RMSE)
aslaiiul ) Rosetta gelipll alasiu) aie RMSE Uadll ¢y s aayy 3
den 0o Al paiall Juagilly sl 3 Lol caleall splas Jlas z)la
GIA (Slas) Jilas 4ay)k) Bootstrap dayk e aizy Rosetta geliyd) (Y
LS Al dea oo Sdued duagill i 8 uncertainty li)) sas casy
RMSE laall jied <ol caws gim o} oSar -(2001) eo3dlajs Schaap S3
S Al Gluhall (e sl Gl e Auball o3 4 ME Cibatl
o o (sl jlaie day Gum gyl Clill aae Cds) (1) 40 L)
Schaap) dussyall Climll sae (mlids) e sSlaall ey aladinly dysuad) K
algd U] (3) ¢Ab)laall deddivsall Lpaayall Aiyylall DA (2) (2001 cosdha)s
055 Rosetta dile s (2006) »5>a)s Parasuramam (mm Cus i yaall 435l
DA b aainy galipal) OY Gl (e lape e ARl el il b Jundl
T Lall Ayl kg (bl G5 8 (4) (@l o saldie) e ST A5l W8 e
Ge a3 O Lels e A die Cagyla Gl alse ) Auad s Uadl gyl
ive & oWl preferential flow Juaie ol Gl 25ay Jie kg 3 Addall 2l
dapla Jiw (1994 <Flury and Flihler) aeiiad) leluasi 32k e Jamy 235l
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sl iy Olya 33l b plie) Dlshul LI Fghaully A o alal
ks 3o 23 Las (2005 «Chossat) 45l e

:dma jall 43y yally Wind 48y b oo 43584 .2.1

i) Jaasill o Lagl (a5 C.head dgmayal) Akl ae Wind &gk 43l 2ic
e %419 U8 b xmal) Jsagill e JiE Wind ddla alasinl oo gl
Ks dad caal o Ji1 ) dgpaad) asil) il le dawsie Juagl) 3a dod
¢(1993) s5dejs Tamari leall Jomsi Al daiill po Lo lesi 3ty 1305 o(dsnnsal
e %60 (e i U8 Wind digyl e bl kg aadiall daagil) G S5 Cas
LR Gapall dipyla e bl Joa gill Ao

oe Al ks a8 On (1= 0.92) @l LY g aeillyy il A o0
i 4y (3 Jsandl) 2883/ 027 ali ks a2 Cibai) dgag Jangl iy bl
day,llly Rosetta alasiu) e Aailll kg ad G dgasal) CaladY) clld e Ji
4383/au 0.38 &l RMSE Uad 5ay ) Gl dlany) duhal) coplal dma sl
Zmapall 48 Lally Rosetta diph 45lie ve il Uadll Cuas Ly gsluy s
SV Wind diglay sl Ky af 3 (alidy) 138 25y 28 (488 s 0.68)
okl Wind diph lgle aaiei ) ApuSall Aadadll aladiuly Ky el Cana
AV 4l Sl paell Juagilly 5ol ddee Canca ) (2000) Leij 5 Schaap
coladly Al Baliia) Jimie et die LpuSall dadall aladiul k(h) sald) s
COAAS Aeadiiusall THiso s THag aff 8 (alésd) <6 e Il s Sy
Adee of ) A HLaly Agdall e 8 kg 3 Led ey Les cRosetta el
gLy e dapdl) dihiall b ddmn (585 danpaidll adll pa Kyl alSaly basa
A aagl By Addal) el (e 3aals el B Ky el 05S Cus
Wind 4l aladin) die kg o A (@ldY) cuw (2006) 55k)s Schwarze
Aapiiall dad Cagylall & Lalig Ayt Dy 3 Jld) Jledl ded (aliss)
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Wind 4yl G (1997) Dy Mohrath iy Agaal) Ky dad e Jliy Les
Gyl o3 Gy ol A 8 fiessdiil g i) Jie daspatll oUaaS Tas dulia
1338 Wind 4yl e ¥ llaly chomogeneous dwilaie Zusll due of (=i
b iy L) iy Lee Zuilaidl) e il 8 O(h) 5 k(6) oudlall Tags
Al Ky a8

Al aadial) Salg gl Juagilly sailll 8 Rosetta gealisl) 3leld .2

4 Rosetta galiyd) pladiv) sie RMSE Uadl) dad i) )l oda il iy
il Slye el A5l kg adial) Juasill Agal) Aall H5lati 8 Aaal Ky el
bl DL Hladin) (Say Rosetta diph e salisy! Jal e GlAl gl
Lmapall dipylally Aulial Gl Lgie Aaill kg a o Jayss A0 (1) JSa Ayl
Al i) Jaasill 8 Jal (e

2.5 -
y = 26.955x + 0.0205 <

2.0 A R2 = 0.7706
QA =
AE L.
3F i
L =S
3 ~ 05 -+
5 )

0.0 . . . .

0.00 0.02 0.04 0.06 0.08

k., (cm/min)
(Rosetta)

Culdl) e Lally Aulial) dlliy Rosetta gualid) oo Aa3lil) Ky ad o dshadd) A8Mall (1) Joill
«(0.88 =r Ll Jelaa) Gy dplayd Lali) ADle kg (K roset) Lladl) 2Dl Jiss
Sl gl aal L (p=1.82x10%) %95 A& Jlaw die dysine

Ks Constsnt head = 26.96 ks Rosetta +0.0205
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Juasill i Jal e ddadin) oK Lopas Lha g 4800 o Jia

ke o o RMSE (b ssms e Liad 138 (3850 (€15 Al il (Ul ) pasgl)

) oty A/ 0,234 &y Aunlid) adlly 7 5i8all il z3sall e dalil

eag ella ) gl b ddadll ADlal) o2 aladind jeasyy a8 clladll 13 dod

el il Jie Uasll 138 e e LIS s adine (Silgsam

Glaliiiuy)

Al Ayl Ayl s i) Sl JaeLal) Ayl capgiel -

R S g el Ehh Gn kg (B S DA s Pl Cun -
Ko dlis -Apmasall ddhall e 43,3alWind 5 Rosetta okl e sl K
Ll lal aagel) Ky dad (e bugiadl %5 Rosetta ddpla e il
Yo 42 Jawsially Wind digphay (uliall kg iy cpm 3 dsg paall

Oplall VIS Aygund) 2l Caladl dgay ) ddlasy) Al clsl -
&l Cus Rosetta digyh alasiul die oySl (IS dprapall diplally duliall gl
Wind diph alaiiel die d88yaw 0.27- &l e 8 Aady/an 0.47-
Rosetta diph aladiul ye 4383/au 0.38 5 RMSE 0.67 Uadll dasd calyg
Oe il Wind digyla of sl iball o8 ) ladly . sl e Wind
Al il Jaasill uld Jal e Rosetta 4k
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