Damascus University Journal of Legal Sciences
Vol 4 (4) -2024: 299-270

g aglall e daaly Alae
299-270 :2024 — (4) 4 daa)

Ladgall (Gpill dranil) daaduy) dayiall falsa gpa (b Bl J31ay s

Gpaall claghl ae 22 slas

el dasla danyall LIS calgealy L) il aud !
geda75.almasri@damascusuniversity.edu.sy

tpadlall

Al AR e Lo v Sigall dleal e Jalal) 8 Bagaal) 3yl ] sl
penill' Ayl ade Lo Lgtas il Tana gLyl Cige Jas ) se5 )7 jadYl
el i sles gl DS 4550 300 (L)) Sn ipnd b
Aedl) eyl adlal sgin 8 laniead) Gl oSl ) Gl 138 Cangy L Axdl)
(Lglee 2015 claniosall el dagls Lol sl meiall Gind) dllss s alio
Al 3y A aliia¥ly sl mgially clajloail <) e ddilial Ll zgially
& e cdiabie A ) Gl e 285 LAl Aapdll 8 G sl )
f,sm Aol Loy 1 S 8 iy (ydd) maacilly i) Bl Ciatn e Jg¥!
B By (sl aan Gl s dapa dole G Led Lag cdpdldY) Ay ) (4
Gyl dealie syun A Lals (gl danilly dale cAal By Clasiese aSs cuiy
Al JS e el el o) tleaal e il ) Gaadl Juay 285 Ll
b 5Ll canll 303 o callaall ass o) cal b o) acall (3 Lgd ) By (he
Clial) Ayl asyat Jady 13ag ccigall dasg Blall (b Slasl) deall 238 Lol o
 anl] Ayl g ALl

cila o) Ly pails deginn ogb plaall T it o (opdl) wacill &yl o)
eV claraaliog danyall alSal ae Ylog Yia mjlaii Ll ) o) Jumy 2 lld e
O A eleall 85 Cusall ail) kst deaie Callady ¢l Colill aSal) e s
coLaB ey dlaall diadeg o)

e GAlSE gl (939 Javind (990 ()1 (A el (s dsecaial) shuadll Gl o
oo 0t (gl ¢ oaplonll (Hatll (LB IS 3 elld o3 elgas Ladluy) dasydl) allas
AlisSar iy )V 8 AEY Al aage duall als Lo calila

O el Al dacliall Jag 1Al (38a5 Cuall dees pe dalaill 8 LSl adladl) o)
sloals Cigall S35 2 ade (Baiat pa cdaySiy Cunall alialy cdpaglal) L) dles
BAYL olay) el

¢ emaY) iall Sl iall gl mandl) _caall Jilay tdpalidal) cilalsl

oAl Cilaatices

ISSN: 2789-7621 (online)
https://journal.damascusuniversity.edu.sy

2024/2/27 g\ g
2024/4/3 :Js8) S

DO

— e Axala ;1 pddl) §g8a
B O sil sall Iadfing ) s
CC BY-NC-SA

30 1


mailto:geda75.almasri@damascusuniversity.edu.sy

Spanl)

Lisail @l tandl) L) daypll) o3l sgia A R i1 Charina

Recent Developments in Burial Alternatives in
Light of Islamic law Principles: Human Composting as a Case Study

Received: 27/2/2024
Accepted: 3/4/2024

[0l

Copyright: Damascus
University- Syria, The
authors retain the copyright
under

a CCBY-NC-SA

'Ghaidaa Mohammad Abdulwahab Almasri
1 Assistant Professor in the Department of Islamic Jurisprudence and its Principles—

Faculty of Sharia - Damascus University.
geda75.masry@damascusuniversity.edu.sy

Abstract:

this research investigates the recent developments in burial alternatives
within what is called the "green burial® movement, which calls for
environmental

sustainability in to human death practices. It focuses on human composting,
a process

that transforms human remains into nutrient-rich compost within weeks. The
study aims to examine the legality of these recent developments from an
Islamic law perspective, considering both the principles and objectives of
Islamic law.

The research employs a descriptive approach to explain the nature and
mechanisms of these new methods, an analytical approach to evaluate the
Justifications of their proponents, and an rooted and deductive approach

to ground the issue in the established roots of Islamic law.

The study is divided into three main sections:

Defining Recent Developments in Burial Alternatives and Human
Composting: This section introduces the various alternatives to traditional
burial, including human composting, and explains the process involved.

The Parameters of Burial Rulings in Islamic law:

This section explores the Islamic legal principles governing burial <sanctity
(inviolability) of the human body both in life and emphasizing the

after death.

The Ruling on Recent Developments in Burial Alternatives:

Thissection analyzes the permissibility of various alternatives, including
human composting, in light of Islamic law.
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The study concludes that:

Islamic law prohibits any burial alternative that involves burning
dismembering, crushing bones, or dissolving flesh. This prohibition of the
human body. Consequently sanctity stems from the establishe dmethods
such as liquid cremation and cryomation are forbidden.

Human composting, if it involves crushing bones, is explicitly prohibited by
Islamic texts. Even if it does not involve bone crushing, the study concludes that
it fundamentally contradicts the principles and objectives of Islamic law.

This is because it undermines the inherent dignity of the human being and
conflicts with the objectives of benefiting the deceased through the prayers
of visitors and serving as a reminder and lesson for living.

Green burial methods that involve burying the body in the ground without
embalming or a coffin are compatible with Islamic teachings.

This applies whether the body is wrapped in a biodegradable shroud or
similar material, as long as it is placed in the ground in a dignified manner
and covered with its components.

Islamic teachings on dealing with the deceased's body strike a balance
between protecting the environment, respecting and honoring the deceased,
and fulfilling the purpose of remembering death and reviving faith in the
afterlife.

Key words: Burial Alternatives, Human Composting, Islamic Burial,
Green Burial, Recent Developments in Burial.
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