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Bonaventure's illumination theory.
Yasser Murad™

Abstract
The attainment of a certain knowledge constituted an important concern for
philosophers and thinkers that contributed to influencing the formation of
their doctrines. The purpose of this research is to clarify the philosophical
and theological foundations which contributed to the formulation of the
concept of illumination by Bonaventure, and the foundations of a theory of
knowledge based on divine radiance. So the certain knowledge is subject to
the conditions (infallibility of the knower and the immutability of the subject
of knowledge) that are guaranteed only by the “higher truth” (God), and thus
the “higher truth” first becomes the basis of existence, because the divine
mind includes the ideals of all beings, and therefore the basis and standard of
knowledge, because it is the guarantor of true and reliable knowledge, and
the divine light that shines on the human mind, it enables it to perceive the

real existence and attain immutable knowledge.

Key words:Divine illumination, knowledge theory ,illumination, truth
and certainty

** Damascus University, Second Faculty of Arts and Humanities, Department of Philosophy.
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120



2022 —xll) 2aall — 38 alaall —Aslial) aslally B (Bidies dasls Alas

Gillae (elY) Lasall 0¥ cafbing opgn o Jladil () cllla g ¥ L (Bley Lad
ilicas ol sl o Sl ane o Ay ddalilly (disall (aequalitas)
Aaaal) o sl oS5 @l o fliys cAiliaie ailivas 4%ing o gns el 25aslls
JS5 (summa  veritas) Lulall 1aaall sa ) oy oY) sl i als s
Dl adi e i ) dgasal) (LA (e Lgttia g Lgiial (€S il gaall
aiaie ) (Formal exemplar cause) dasY) ddall 5 4 ¥1 4y suall z3laill (ge
PLA e Aagaa Adlae A8da 2ap b diial) 4tale JE5 Gagagy 43)5a
*(Participatio) AS;Lial IMA (pe Aasmaa 435la0 Adds dllis Ly (palal) Ly
o Adeiall Al Ay Eilaalls A8 el laall G dayys Al A b Al
psgie il (A o BLd) i e L@l ST A5l (A) Lilal) 2538a0)
Cpbafiye (3gage (o ABle Caay (o3 (similitudo) "Ll o ggba "AS LG
3 ¢ AT dsaal y5a OIOLE LadS 5 a3 5y5m Laadal L (pmns Logany
SLSladl) Ao agh (Sayy ciiline LIS L 335a5e Leild 3ypall Lia aliill gy
Slagasall i A slslal) A e 13laie ) (Bl (ysliia (e 4l
ard Gsliall ()5S 3 ¢ Jua) slSlaa Lyl Aali oad ¢ ety Lebaal aa 38 5124l)
Jaall & dpagall N1 z3gaill Ll 26 2l (e o(similitudo imitativa) il
Al oda 4 Gslaall (5% 3 ¢(similitudo  examplativa) (3 slaall 4rds o1y

'~ ibid.

O lemny Bl s ey cJidl Y dpall Slagasall Ry e ANVA AS L) Jail (o pasiy -2

Dsiitlisy axiiny 374 0a 1982 ccigym ¢ Al U )y o S e3al) sl anaall tdsen clulia «an

O s 5% LV altie B oasn el UL Basase sl (G Bagasall Raud) o Gl adll 13
kil ahall g TY) Jinll 850 g sal) Leadlatl Li€)Lie DA

Bonaventure: Commentary on the Sentences (Book one), d. 8, 1.1.q1

121



e sl e GaY) Ak

dsms s Adglae Lagda JS5 A JS of Dygiilisg s BIAD 3 e L By
Adda) Aol asm e 2 O ASLEL 5a llia IS 136 leal] (53535 daglY) Adsal)

A glad) dagal) 48 ol (Le
Al daaall )y gualigy apaat o adiay (summa veritas) "Liledl A48l o geda )
Al asgde —Aal G Gandaly "Llall A88AN" o ggdad consangy Al (o Baagll e
ey Al als Grag cclagasall el ) Jany 20 %(35) (transcendens)
Oy ¢ Alaiall dsagll 8)5 puially anzalts "Ll 488 Jaay Lo i) (anall 25al)
Lo ddia sya Gl oy s pally dpage "Llell AGiall asl o il ol ca
Al () o)< S Y ) gy of Lallag cdt) asm Ao Sl aslaal) J<1 4Ll
LS e S Jldl 8 )il (i Aaadl) 228 o aSEL L)< oSa Y Ll
Disputed Questions on the Knowledge of ) "maall 4820 Jsa lgale &5l anu
Ssay (e Al Adyeally oo L) dgal Ao (5S5 all Adjpeall e (35d (Christ
O AU Adprall o2 Jiay lSladdl (e zalal) alinll A8y a3k a0 oLy
Leld anle oLy cclall Jie 8 ALYl Sl e g puin (Ao (gohaliy Al
U Ll oLt apasl Ao ()95 ) Apaal Wl . alll) (0 Aina Anp3 o (gohas
gl b dlall g LS el e S Y L slSadd) o V) dual) 3l8las e Al
@) e gshin Yy Adjmall toalie 4913 A Jany elY) Jinll Lals c—Ripaal) e AV
Ol S e 3 JS BIA e 508 LYl 508l o LSy cpalill o) oSl G s

1. Bonaventure: Disputed Questions on the Knowledge of Christ, II. Resp.; Speer, A.: The
Certainty and Scope of Knowledge: Bonaventure's Disputed Questions on the Knowledge of
Christ, in: Medieval Philosophy and Theology (Vol.3), University of Notre Dame Press,
1993, p. 45.

e Dygilisy e olly one (35 i shess ool (B Cam Gald) Gl AN el Ll o -2
edren clulia 1kl L) e AV 4asdiugg (€SSE extra omne genus) cis 08 jslats dsall (e g5 S

Bonaventure: Commentary on the Sentences (Book 1), d. 8, 1.1.94.

122



2022 —xll) 2aall — 38 alaall —Aslial) aslally B (Bidies dasls Alas

Wiy Lt 318 (6F Lot JS e antll Lagild (3 LIS aielY) ddially il
) el Jaall 8 625 ey el sd cgrmsn Jab ) 138 o Ll cleadlad
A glad) Clogagall AV 3kl GV die ellie Ulall asiga 8 LV e )
gasll ol ey ¢ Lgme A8l Latly cigelY) 3l e Aliaiio Cund s (LS
Aleal sa dsase 58 Lo oY agasall sLtV) Aiga ey oTY) Jaall L 2sasd)
el 488a 8 dsasall zdgaill S JUal

Cilagasall Jia) @laall J<I Al () "Llell Aagall d5a, LI GLd 13Sa,
Ol o "Ll AEE I 038 colpu an o Adjmally agagll HLSY) e (Lendlaiy
IS8 b ek S Aalld Loy il Adjal) e Ll LS el gpalially 25as)
AL AL o LaY) A 4 (gy0 s sl b ) 8 oAl aag Ayl Adjedl)
e llayy adady gl ) 4y Lo JS e Bilsing conliy oY) Jiall (8 jline 2asy
Lpnall Tase dimsyy 318l Tase a5y J54 4 (archetypal forms) 449 3Ll
O Duall Hlee Sl (ratio itelligendi) agdlls &b lme ¢ jlaall ol Lole (3l
(ratio discernendi) < sa sl

Caplall Jall G o Al 2l A o (g bsilg of 2S5 of
ala g LS asasall JUe () <433 asasally ) Jiall G Lails (Adpaall g giia e
O S Y dils el sSs of g ) 8 Lo IS O ¢y o (S Y Y Jindl

1- Bonaventure: Disputed Questions on the Knowledge of Christ, II. . Resp.

Wyl 8 &5 ey ol Bagagall BT 2 3lall GEy lajaliag oLV Bale Copny Al o o0 L gl S

L)) I e Juatiy Y 138 Aijeall Jad o V) (eY) Jind) 8 5asmsall A05V1 2 3lall 5lSkae o La dgglY)
GBI Blens o B pag a3 o uSay el Jind) lS Al Bnls e D e (L Y5 Aali e

2- Speer, A.: The Certainty and Scope of Knowledge: Bonaventure's Disputed Questions on

the Knowledge of Christ, p. 45

%~ Bonaventure: On the Reduction of Arts to Theology, Translation with Introduction and
Commentary by Zachary Hayes, Franciscan Institute, New York, 1996, p. 19.

123



e sl e GaY) Ak

sl diygaa sl ol Jliay alY) Jiall o ADaD o8 ) LI Lo Glles « iy
OUSaly Ll A kel A3 (e Lajaa oy S "Anslshal) Al auls 4
L) 3Ll Aa ) cad sagmsall JiAlly oY) Jiall oa dadall Jleilly ull)
LBl 2pall ALY

casasll ade 3 Gl ad A A Z3lall Joa Dl i deay ¢
sy SR A0 3l Lad Lo Vg cBanall 2ol 45l o L danie
zolall hgualin agh o Laula Gjd clllia o V) ¢ oY) Jiadl 8 3gasall Clagansall
L ysaas ysasall Ji6 Jias 1 4591 7 3Laild (A DY) Jg (A A89)
O Ll e b ) ) LSl Ll LS cdie Alatie pe oY) Jaall 835a0e
oMl LaS 1yguidligy (mdyy 1D ) ZALiaYly sapmsall s i) 84 Dla
il ¢y gia 3yglae B s WS R Adpmall o AL A gAY 5 KAl — plant of
Gob oo @by @l sl iy i @3 J3I e gal) o i) o
O s il s aan g gl Ayl el i b ) Aiall seLiaY)
Zsels oag 3hay)

o () A0 =kl s L] Ly cAiall sn Aliall 40peall maniall Cadgll )
Dsaana culil) alall Jan 28 0l o (A 5LEY) (e 2 Y5 clajlnas Adjaal) Cora
il dja o bl Allad) Cilygm gey Adagiyal) Abjaall of a8 (i) A jaay L
S elall Aoy alel QL gy a8l 3 13 ¢ el Jagll Lmpe LY dida e
el LglSa) S5 cslaall oda 8 4540 Ay Ciylas ) Jsaasll 48lS4) cae g5
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