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Abstract:

The paper focuses on the Comparative approach to Literature, and on using
it as a tool for studying literatures, by comparing them to each other, and
analysing the areas of their interaction.

The subject of this paper is the book entitled “Bina’ Arriwayah” or"The
construction of the Novel" by Siza Qasim, which is a a structural study of
Najeeb Mahfouz’s Trilogy, based on comparing its structure to the structures
of some European novels, and pointing the similarities and differences
between them, without any attempt at proving the superiority of one over the
others.

The concept of the novelistic perspective - as studied by the critic in her book
- was chosen as a topic of invistigation in order to reveal the working
methodology of the critic on the Trilogy.

The paper concluded that the critic adheres to René Wellek's method, and she
was able to achieve her goal, which is to prove that the modern Arabic novel
— although it came later in time than the Western novel - was able, with its
modern characteristics and techniques, to occupy a significant literary position
on the international cultural scene, having received a cosiderable attention in
English and other Western scholarships.

Having based her study of the novelistic perspective of Boris Uspensky's "A
Poetics of Composition", and applied its concepts to Mahfouz’s trilogy, the
critic’s study shows some differences between her terms and those of
Uspensky, and this is, probably, due the richness of her sources.

Keywords: Perspective, Novel structure (Bina’ Arriwayah), Comparative
Literature, Siza Qassem, Najeeb Mahfouz.
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that by the time he reached The Trilogy, the auther had forged a special brand of naturalism to suit his own scheme of
things. Heredity in this novel is not merely a scientific factor that predetermines the fate of character, as would be the
case in a naturalistic novel proper. Heredity here is also seen as a means of perpetuating the individual, if not in person
then at least in character.
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