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Abstract:
Doubt in the ability of the mind to acquire a certain knowledge diminishes

its value and reduces it, and makes the knowledge which it perceives
unreliable and lacks the criterion that guarantees its validity. The
epistemology of John Duns Scotts shows through his criticism of the theory
of illumination and the clarification of certain types of knowledge that the
mind is capable of obtaining fixed knowledge by relying on its natural
capabilities without the need for divine illumination, where sensory
experience plays an important role in the formation of fixed general concepts
that form the basis on which the certain knowledge is based. The mind - by
relying on sensory perception - is able to form a fixed cognitive structure
based on the world of sensory existent, which has been transformed into

intelligible entities and images that form the basis for making judgments.

Keywords: John Duns Scotus, Criticism of Illumination Theory, Knowledge
Theory, Intuitive and abstractive Cognition.
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Cambridge, 2003, p.286.
’- Duns Scotus, Philosophical Writings, p.108.
258 ¢ ) sl ¢ S Al (s 303 ) e o] () Al eyl relyanh il 3
*- Duns Scotus, Philosophical Writings, p.108-109.
>- Duns Scotus, Philosophical Writings, p.108.
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John Duns Scotus, On Being and Cogntion "Ordinatio 1.3", p.1. g.4. n.234.
®- Duns Scotus, Philosophical Writings, p.109.
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°-Hall, A. W., Thomas Aquinas and John Duns Scotus: Natural Theology in the high Middle Ages, Continuum, 2009, p. 85.
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%. loannis Duns Scotus, Ordinatio (Liber Secundus), in: Opera Omnia (Tom. VII), studio et cura Commissionis Scotisticae, civitas
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John Duns Scotus, On Being and Cognition "Ordinatio 1.3", p.1. ¢.2. n.35;
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’- loannis Duns Scoti, Ordinatio (Liber Tertius), d.14. q.3. n.113.
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-Vos, A,, the Philosophy of John Duns Scotus, Edinburgh University Press, Edinburgh, 2006. P.324.
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