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Abstract:

This research is a historical study of the role of the doctor, traveler, naturalist,
and British Consul John Kirk in Zanzibar in particular, and in East Africa in
general, in the second half of the nineteenth century. kirk arrived in East Africa
as a doctor and naturalist accompanying Livingstone's expedition to discover
the course of the Zambezi River and its suitability for navigation between 1858
and 1863. He then returned to Zanzibar as a doctor to the British Consular
Agency in 1866, and rose through the ranks of the Agency as Vice-Consul and
Assistant Political Agent in 1868, then to the position of Consul and Political
Agent there between 1873 and 1887. During this time, he played a significant
role in British hegemony over Zanzibar and East Africa, and defended the bor-
ders of the Zanzibar Sultanate as a British influence and protection, until this
policy collapsed in the face of the ambitions of other European powers, espe-
cially Germany, and the division of its possessions with Britain. He continued
his African interests after retiring from his consular post; Whether through the
British Imperial East Africa Company or the Brussels Slave Trade Conference
of 1890. he remained relied upon for advice on African affairs until his death in
1922.

Keywords: 19th century, East Africa, British Consulate, John Kirk.
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! Cambridge University. (1911). The Encyclopedia Britannica. 11ed. New york. v15, p829.
2 Coupland, R. (1928). kirk on the Zambesi. First published. Oxford University Press, Ely House, London, p48- 54.
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¢ Dritsas, L. (2005). From Lake Nyassa to Philadelphia: a geography of the Zambesi Expedition 1858-64. British Journal

for the History of Science. v.38, nl, p38. Coupland, kirk on the Zambesi, p66,70-73. the encyclopedia Britannica, v16,

p814.

7 Coupland, kirk on the Zambesi, p76-78. Dritsas, From Lake Nyassa to Philadelphia, P44-45.

8 Kirk, John. (1965). The Zambesi journal and letters of Dr. John Kirk 1858-63, v2. Edinburgh, Oliver Boyd. p599-605.
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15 Coupland, the exploitation of east Africa 1856-1890, p105. Coupland, kirk on the Zambesi, p276.
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