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The library of the Assyrian King Ashurbanipal
(668-627 B.C) in Nineveh 'Archiving, indexing and
copying System'

Prof. Aid Mari Walid Alhelal (Student)

Abstract

Libraries are one of the most prominent features of
Civilization in the history of Mesopotamia and the ancient Near-
East in general. Since man knew writing, the first features of
libraries began to form through the preservation of writing tablets
in the form of archives in temples and Palaces. Thus the
preservation and cataloging systems in those libraries began to
develop to the point that they became similar-in many of their main
lines-to the systems of preservations and cataloging in the modern-
day libraries. That was in parallel with the development in the field
of transcription and translation. The library of the Assyrian king
Ashurbanipal (668-627 B.C) in Nineveh, located in his northern
palace, is the best example of the development of these systems.
Through it the cultural heritage of Mesopotamia. which reached us-
through the contents of this library, which numbered about twenty-
five thousand of clay tablets and a fragment, at least- was
preserved. It included the different branches of science and
knowledge at the time, as well as, what was related to the political,
administrative and military life of the Assyrian Empire in that time.

Keywords: Library, Nineveh, Ashurbanipal, preservation,
cataloging, transcription, appendixes.
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2 -parpola. Siom, ((Assyrian library records)), Journal of Near Eastern Studies, vol. 42,
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% “Driver.G.R, Semitic writing — from pictograph to alphabet, Oxford University Press,

London, 1948, p75.
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Y- parpola. S, ((Assyrian Library records)), p. 4-6.
2)"Frame. G,and George. A. R, op.cit, pp.281-282.
%)~ Ibid, pp.265-269, (BM 45642) Lines: 1-23.
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Y- Fincke. J. C, op.cit, p. 123.

22 G Bl paall g (2
%) ~Frame. G and George. E. R, op.cit. p.275.
4)-Driver. G. R, op. cit, pp. 76-77.

%)- Frame. G, and George. E. R. op.cit, p. 278.
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L~ Driver. G. R, op.cit, p 67.

2)- Fales. F.M and Postgate. J. N, Imperial administrative Records, part 11: Provincial and
Military Administration, (State Archives of Assyria 11), Helsinki, 1995, SAA 11 156
(ABL 0447), lines: 1-r. 18.

*)* Fincke. J. C, op.cit, p. 118.

4)- Ibid, p 279.
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1Y) Lad (o) oyguiany Lgie siol o3 (ot Al guany 1Y) 31 Jea..L))
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.38 = <2008

2)- Frame .G and George .A.R, op.cit, p 282.

%)- Fincke. J. C, op.cit, p. 115.

4)~ parpola. Simo, Letters from Assyrian and Babylonian Scholars, (State Archives of

Assyria 10), Helsinki, 1993, SAA 10 373 (ABL 0334), lines: r. 4-r.11.
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Y- Fincke. J. C, op.cit, p. 120-122.

2) * Hunger. Von Hermann, Babylonische und Assyrische Kolophone, Neukirchener
Verlag des Erziehungsvereins Neukirchen-Vluyn, 1968, p. 97-98, No.319 Ash. Typ c-e,
1-12..

%)~Robson, E, op.cit, p. 43-44.
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L~ Farham. Eckart, ((Royal hermeneutics: observations on the commentaries from Ashur
-banipal’s libraries at Nineveh)), Iraq, vol. 66, 2004, p.47.
2)~ Hunger. H, op.cit, p. 97, N0.318 Ash. Typ b, 1-10.
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L Frahm. E, op.cit, pp. 46-50.
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Y- Frame .G and George A.R, op.cit, pp.279-280.

58 U Bl s all (23138 -
- Chiera. E, op.cit, p. 174.
2)- Luckenbill. D. D, Ancient Records of Assyria and Babylonia, vol.2, The University of
Chicago Press, Chicago, 1929, pp378-379, 986 (col. I).
%)- Chiera. E, op.cit, p. 174.
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