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The agricultural and economical activity in the
southern part of the limestone massif during the
Roman and Byzantine periods from archaeological
surveys perspective

Fatin ALhwrani’

Abstract

Agriculture represents one of the most important economic factors on
which the economical development depends in any era. During the
Roman and Byzantine periods, the limestone massif had been undergone
a settlement and land reclamation movement led by the people of the
nearby plains whom had left their villages because there were no longer
enough lands for the increasing population, therefore, this research paper
aims to restore the predominant agricultural landscape during the Roman
and Byzantine periods in the south of Jabal al-Zawiya, through
archaeological surveys carried out in this area. It will provide a clear
evidence of prevalence of olive and vine cultivation, and that's by trackig

the spread of olive and grape presses.

* Damascus University - Faculty of Arts and Humanities - Department of Archeology.
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NJ, Université de Princeton.

2 DUSSAUD. R., Topographie historique de la Syrie antique et médiévale (B.A.H. IV),
Paris, 1927.

SMOUTERDE R. S. J., 1929, Rapport sur une mission épigraphique en haute Syrie
(1928), Syria X, pps.126-129.

4 G. TCHALENKO, 1953-1958.Les villages antiques de la Syrie du Nord, le massif du
Bélus a I’époque romaine, tomes I, 11, 111, Paris.
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AAAS, 45-46, Damas, 2002-2003, p.359-379.
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ABDULKARIM M, BILDGEN P. & A et GOUBERT J-P, 2002-2003, Les systémes
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AAAS, 45-46, Damas, p. 359-379.

ABDULKARIM M, BILDGEN P. & A et GILG J.-P., 2004, Comparaison des
pontenialités naturelles d'accueil des Gebels siman et zawiyé, vis — a —vis des choix
d'implantation des sites antiques romano-byzantins de Syrie du Nord Photo Interprétation,
Images et représentations spatiales de I’environnement, vol. 40, Paris, p. 27-35.
ABDULKARIM M, BILDGEN P. & A et GOUBERT J-P, 2004, télédétection et Géo-
Archéologie : Etude des caractéristiques géologique, hydrogéologiques et des terroirs des
villages antiques du gebel siman en Syrie du Nord, Photo Interprétation, Images et
représentations spatiales de 1’environnement, vol. 40, Paris, p. 17-26.
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b, 189 b,
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