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Abstract:

Objective: To assess the experience of fourth-year undergraduate students about level of
difficulty of clinical stages within fixed prosthodontic course for improving related topics in the
preclinical curriculum.

Materials and Methods: A 120 of fourth-year dental students of Private University have been
submitted to a paper-based questionnaire at the end of clinical stage course comprised of ten
closed questions. The response to the questionnaire was based on the five point Likert scale of
level of difficulty (1 Very difficult, 2 Difficult, 3 Neutral, 4 Easy, 5 Very easy). Responses were
entered into statistical program SPSS V.22 and statistical calculations (Frequency, Percentage
and Mean) were performed.

Results: The means of responses of questions which showed level of difficulty around 2
according to Likert scale were; gingival retraction (1.6), tooth preparation (1.84), making a try-in
of prosthesis’ framework (2.1), and fabrication of temporary restoration (2.3). Whereas means
related to stages of treatment plan (3.17), taking a primary impression (3.35), and reach to
diagnosis of patient case (3.42) all indicate neutral level of difficulty. However, means related to
stages of permanent cementation of prosthesis (3.8), selection tooth shade (4.02), and taking of
final impression (4.4) were around easy level of difficulty.

Conclusion: This study highlighted the clinical stages in fixed prosthodontics found difficult to
practice by undergraduate student were; gingival retraction, patient’s teeth preparation, making a
try-in of framework of prosthesis, and fabrication of a temporary restoration. while other clinical
stages were easier. This study showed the importance to enhance learning of related topics
within preclinical curriculum which showed difficulties.
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Ahal) B asdieaall luial) zigal (1) ) 3ale

AN Ul clia gail Ay pead) Jalyall J gLt (illy Al ALY e Jipaw JSI Lygraall (g i aad 2y

Aygall sl evel of Difficulty

5 4 3 2 1
fos Alew | Alews Usine e | as duna L) Aagal) Jolis 30 Jlgeal)
Very Easy igrall Difficult Very
Easy Neutral leflCUIt

Bacbue ()50 (ayall Allal 38y (el il sy e 3yl
o piall alal) 1

The ability to reach a correct diagnosis for patient’s
problem without help of a supervisor

s Gapall Allal dapnaa dalles ihd gy e 53l
Capiiall uplall 33e Lse 2

The ability to establish a correct treatment plan of
patient without the help of a supervisor

Giliat Aailgy (oanyall Y1 cilagdal) 24
Taking the primary impression of patient teeth by 3
alginate

G lial) Gl jacaay 45jlae (aypell gliud jucaas
Making a preparation of patient’s teeth in 4
comparison with artificial teeth

Lsal) ddaslgs 3lanall Gl Jon 4 auai 6 )ja)
Making a gingival retraction around prepared teeth 5
by retraction cords

Ol yall ity 28 Jallaal) ddans sy A5l Aasall 38
Taking the final impression by condensation silicon 6
in two-stages technique

Syumnall LS gl (sl gl 7
Making temporary crown for prepared teeth
Uanall oY caliall sl ¢ ) 8

selection of the covenant shade of patient’s teeth

(L5555 sl (gione) Caltl) Giaygal) JSsed Apatll Jac
Making a try-in of the framework of fixed prosthesis 9
(zirconia or a metal)

sl J3lal) Laly) 10
Permanent cementation of a prosthesis
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