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Prevalence
of Cancer in Syria

Walid AL-SALEH"

Abstract

Background and objective: Cancer is the third cause of death in Syria, This research aimed to
demonstrate the incidence of cancer epidemiologically and analytically, in Syria.

Materials and Methods: We studied and analyzed the incidence of cancer cases in Syria between the years
2004 — 2010 according to the incidence registry and diagnosis or therapy and follow-up in University
Bairouni Hospital and the National registry for Cancer in Health Ministry , in addition to some special
hospitals and centers for diagnosis and therapy .

Results: The incidence rate of cancer in Syria was between 93 — 128 new cases of each 100000 of
population, most of it concentrate in Tortous — Damascus — Al-Swaida — Latakia (93 — 104 — 107 — 128)
respectively. The incidence rate of males and females were similar. The breast cancer were most common
in females (35.6%0) whereas the lung cancer/ respiratory system (18%) and prostate/ urinary system (9%0)
were most common in males . There is relatively increased in the incidence rate of gastrointestinal cancers
(for males and females) . The predicted incidence of cancer in Syria is between 145 — 160 new cases for
each 100000 of population in the next coming years .

Conclusion : The data of this study recommends proposition integral dialogs for planets of cancer therapy
by decreased the incidence rate and elevate the recovery rate by early diagnosis and prevention.

Key Wards : the incidence rate of cancers, late diagnosis , descriptive-analytic study.

" Associated Prof, Dpt. Of Pathology, Damascus University.
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male Female Total
No. ASIR* No. ASIR* No. ASIR*
0-4 356 26,2 269 21,3 625 23,8
5-9 303 23,1 165 13,4 468 18,4
10-14 245 20,7 148 13,5 393 17,2
15-19 208 18,4 160 14,9 368 16,7
20-24 228 23,1 199 21,7 427 22,4
25-29 250 33,8 318 40,2 568 37,1
30-34 289 48,0 437 67,3 726 58,0
35-39 352 61,3 599 99,7 951 80,9
40-44 491 96,5 711 137,0 1202 116,9
45-49 445 108,8 745 182,6 1190 1457
50-54 698 197,7 789 234,1 1487 2155
55-59 688 2774 640 277,1 1328 2772
60-64 748 340,0 528 279,6 1276 312,1
65+ 2108 510,4 1224 409,4 3332 468,0
Not Reported 240 - 170 - 410 -
Total 7649 76,2 7102 74,0 14751 75,1

ASIR : Age specific incidence rate per 100,000 population
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il 121 1.8 2304 35,6 2425 18,4
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il gaalll 433 6,4 254 3,9 687 5.2
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gsanall 6728 100,0 6480 100,0 13208 100,0
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