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Classifying Arabic phonemes and extracting their attributes
using deep learning in view of mispronunciation detection

Eng. Elham Almfashi®
Dr. Oumayma Dakkak® Dr. nada Ghneim®

Abstract

Mispronunciation Detecting is an important issue in computer-aided language learning (CALL)
systems, where locating errors in pronunciation helps the language learner to obtain an accurate
assessment of pronunciation correctness, these systems have received great attention because they give
language learners the possibility to improve their language proficiency without the need to direct
communication with language specialists, by making use of modern learning methods and advanced
technologies. This research aims to find appropriate methodologies in building a system that helps the
language learner to detect and correct pronunciation errors, By studying the possibility of categorizing
phonemes and distinguishing them automatically, especially the similar and common ones in the sound
output and some character traits, in addition to studying the possibility of distinguishing speech
descriptors in order to use them in detecting pronunciation error and determining its type. The focus of
the research was on the Arabic language, with the aim of reducing the research gap that exists between
the linguistic technologies that support the Arabic language and its counterparts in international
languages, which have achieved great progress in many fields.

Keywords: Computer-Assisted Language Learning CALL, Speech articulatory features,
Phoneme recognition, Deep neural networks.
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LSTM 4 alasiuly

Core Testing Testing
Phon-eme | frame | Phon-eme frame
81.71 79.57 82.08 80.01 Accuracy
84.14 83.99 83.68 81.00 Precision
81.71 79.57 82.08 80.01 Recall
|
Jaee s

<<l PER (Phoneme error rate) afisall Ua
core test set HUWAY! dcsendd TIMIT Glafiga
Jlee V) Giany a4l

n O H d
h 2 X ¢
w K) d K
y ¢ * 3
a Agaa calf r J
A ‘aﬂA s %-\A il z J
uo Laa glg s o
uo pdde Wylga e gly $ S
ul Alas aa gl S ol
i0 Laa sl D )
10 aiba Wl ptasly | T b
il Ulaa Laa sy z L

Gl el G oeladl) sl o LlaaY
leie) 058 G Bl ddiay Chuas Al il saall

ool apagl Ailia) L lagipeall s Al D
() Jie dgliiall Clagipall e oyl 4
AL i el el o5 (L) (2 — )
e Olayad e Lilly oLl SNiad L yall Ciliaa (ianys
St Ul o ) i) deeay gl &, oLl Gyl
sl ot Laiy Lgad 3LikaYls o Slainl) a5 Leie
Lad aga Led Lilaa ol Gy yat Al « ueglly
M adll Ciya Gigag all Ciya Giga oy i)l
Aaally Ll g Gl sl o i Cips sl
e dgag el Aiaddie 4 il das il iy pdall
OEAY ) oyl Glily (8 4ie QIS Glie

) Agad 2 0N & eUadY) sda s
.Oladisuall confusion matrix

TIMIT clily 5206 b clafigall i b

39 Slagipeall Caiail Baae alad 450 (a3 o3
core test set hasia 24 e Hlid) dc gana dlaicly
ALK HLoaY) de seaal dilia) laa¥) ddee Jal e
Lagll  Jen climaly Lid .Gnatie 168 (e 40584l
oo LS gl Jd bl sacls e SA sl
a5 .(Lopes & Perdigao, 2011) &4 —ase
(MFCC  Jslra 13) Agisall calaud) adlaiul
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KAPD ity 326 3 cilagigall Ciji.C
LS Ganil) dulead il iy (g0 %10 Ll &
Gled) (aMas ulg (Algabri 2021) 4
Al sl Jalas ) dila) (MFCC Jalae 13) dggaall
Lty Y1 Aaal e cdlbad) el Sy cAdlal)
il 5) 5yslaall hUaY! Cilaws d8lis) aa (A, AA)
alat 4805 (ol i) o3a aladiad o3 ((A8aY 5
1024 Lgd ligriasl) dae 3aa)g dauday LSTM (G
2 LAY Gllud Cpatll &5l 6) Jsaadl s Lad

b Glagigal) o Cijaill anil) Gunlia (6) Jgsadl
LSTM 4% aladiuly KAPD

et al.,

Phoneme Frame
90.67 85.87 accuracy
91.37 88.76 precision
90.67 85.87 recall
90.23 86.00 fl

KAPD i afisall Ui Jae 8 Jsaall o
(Algabri et al., 2021) as 4lia
KAPD (3 asigall Uad Jira (7) Jgaad

PER (%) Aaagall
10.84 AFD-Obj( YOLOv3-tiny-1S)
5.63 PD-Obj (YOLOv3-tiny-2S)
9.33 (Saxd) 122)LSTM

ey Ji Uad Jame G3is PD-Obj olaill
sl e alaeVh paleV) aiS s Hladaul
i LSTM A4Sl o Laiy ¢dfisaall 3)LIRU Akl
Casll alaill ilaaly e diny s3] AFD-Obj olas
cladigeal) s Caags pabeYl e
idee 4 LSTM 38 elal (o asd Gaw e
4ila) dfisa Glewd 4504l #lad (S ca il
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.
ilagi gaall 4821 4dghaa (2) Sl

MIT 2 asigall cijas Uad 45)laa (5) Jgaall
a.s... G:\Lﬁsbﬂ

PER(%) Saadl
CenterNet-DLA

15.89 .

(Algabri et al., 2020)
138 PYTORCH-KALDI

(Ravanelli et al., 2018)
20.36 CNN
(Abdel-hamid et al., 2014)
22.39 HMM
(Bhowmik & Mandal, 2018)

18.92 (e VR)LSTM

Gy aie LSTM A8 ool (o dall 2 s
HMM e 08 (e Joadl TIMIT (8 il sl
PYTORCH-KALDI 4 Juexll Jusas Loy .CNN
O Ailiie Ao gana aladiuly ellyg ool Joadl Lo
4cgana aladi uly (MLP 5 Li-GRU e Sy i)
«fMLLR 5 FBANK 5 MFCC Jie cilaudl (1o ddlida
saua dain CenterNet 4Sud aladinly Jaal) 38a LS
oY) ik i e alaeYl
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phgr AL Ciiiae ) Baee alad 30 cude Gl aay
aia Glida EDB e Agiaall alel) A0 ()5S L land)
Cong AL Ao myde IS Jay 28 )i 2amy
sall OB ssiue o gl 2l 8 Jsaall
(Algabri et al., 2021; Karaulov & as 43)lae
sdgl Aadani gl miliall oyl aa3 Eua «Tkanov, 2019)
e %0.1 590.47 dawiy liadgad 358 an Slaalsll
Juadl Clinalgll (e il ()58 Adaadle aa el
«(Silence<Voiced «Continuant) caaall Liadgei 48
2 Silence Coall 4illy dlle oyt 483 A8l
cdexdl 12
KAPD ‘_,ﬁ Al cliualy cijad i
Jeenl) 8 danii sl Glialgl) iy caoadd
i Al ddaaly 31 45 (Seddig et al., 2019)
o Ll asltie JS claaal) 02 gl Al Caoat 4005
Bl 9) dsaall oy Aaludl saeldl pealee
F1 oelie pladisly afissall gl o il
Gs aad . (Algabri et al, 2021)as 454l
by ) il e sl Yl el z3sal
J Ailly Juadl il Ao Jgeanl) iy ~%4 o
Copail) Aagis 58 3 ) 35my . clialll e %66
Ao s sall llarall e Lislaie) Jeall 10 & Juadl
i Ly eclaalgll guall U1 auny waad (L
Ljl) 3gaal) e oLy anssll 3053 AFD-Obj olas 3
Le <YOLO a))lsd rd e Aniiiua) Glafisaall
Aee 6 pall U gl s A8 0
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g ASS dga e aaill Adee aey e 3508
Al A e il Las

A8l Ciliualy et 4.4

caagall iy Glia e (ahaill #igai ol S
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iy eI vay il ALal) e 3l Cilagipaal)
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JSU Lewae o daalsll a5a 3aa «DNN classifier

axill e slaie Y clitad) (uyad o3 . ey L)
dayhall s2a aqiad .Multi-task learning algall aasial)
gl e 2ae o A D pas e el 8
ailiaday Cpaall z3sill Gllawge A8y ¢dlasi all
A Adh dsag 2w <Hard parameter sharing 4.l
Jonaall 2aaa Al il Gaalai Sty cAage IS Alaiia
il la s Hlgidl .o See Ut J3 e
il sl Jeall U e alaie Yl Ayl
J &l aeluy (M) Optuna(Optuna, n.d.)
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daadial) dnlay) Aall DN Glaals slaiely Lid
28 s (Karaulov & Tkanov, 2019) Jall 8
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99 99.60 99.56 palatal T an Wy W e . s it v e zes
99 99.18 | 98.79 postalveolar Al clily sasl 2 D) ciliualg iyt LII
98 9499 | 9473 Round .
99 995 | 99.37 | _Sibilant affricate A pd)
98 97.97 98.3 Sibilant fricative
80 96.79 100 Silence O dS Ao Dl Glealy caiat Lidl) aay
97 9503 | 97.91 Stop . . . o
97 89.63 | 90.09 Tense alils (gxa) Glmgie pa Leii)liay KAPD 5 TIMIT
99 98.37 | 98.77 Velar - e g e
84 90.86 | 93.47 Voiced = Slialdl o el misa oLy Liad (Lgtillad
92 91.31 92.2 vowel
95.5 9513 | 95.60 Average 51) dsadl
g all digall z )l
. . . ) CE Pharyngeal gl
clialy cipiall DNN 4$pdl F1 Gabia il (9) Jyaad) FEreas Pharynx _ila
KAPD 3 sl 'y Glottal 4,ais
Our work | YOLOvV3-Tiny-3S §.§ Uvular M’;’f :
994 929 Affricative gz I?ost—alveolar A g
96.1 98.9 Alveodental sFe Middle_tongue gl kg
499 94.3 Alveopalatal ad Deep_tongue olwll) a8l
96.9 99 Anteri0|;j Jdua Tongue_border gl déla
99.3 94.1 Aspirate : -1k - .
97.6 90.8 Bilabial T Tongue_tip clull cijh
99.2 99.8 Consonant T ek Interdental cliay) «
97.8 99.4 Continuant il nterdental obed) o
93.3 98.3 Coronal & 2 el el el s e ld alaat b
97.7 90.4 Emphatic i = ] = ¢ )
97.2 99 Fricative 3a3 %30 « laal 30% s 40% ) bl
98.4 93.3 Glottal 7" = o S
96.9 92 High el 48] Gillavse 10 Jsaall Cpans
97.9 83.3 Interdental
99 72.9 Labiodental . . S xe e e
995 96.6 Labiovelar 2 Ol cliualsd DNN dSudh il milid 8 Jgaad)
99.5 87.3 Lateral TIMIT
99.2 97.3 Nasal LAS- | YOLOV3- | Our
99.6 94.5 Palatal MTL Tiny-2S | Work
99.1 96.1 Pharyngeal 95 91.05 | 90.47 Alveolar
98.2 93.6 Plosive 90 89.69 | 89.09 Anterior
96.5 96.6 Rounded 98 97.12 | 96.85 Approximant
99.1 97.2 Semivowel 98 97.70 98.02 Bilabial
99.3 99.8 Short 99 9373 | 9752 Central
99.8 99.9 Silence 97 9413 | 94.18 Close
99.1 87.4 TrI_II 88 88.97 89.86 Consonantal
98.2 97.1 Unvoiced 89 91.37 94.07 Continuant
98.8 92.6 Uvular 95 96.03 96.28 Fricative
99.4 94.8 Velar 95 9333 | 91.66 Front
98.2 99.7 Voiced 99 98.67 | 99.37 Glottal
99.2 99.9 Vowel 99 98.88 | 98.54 labiodental
98.4 94.5 Average Lateral
MSA 4 . . 99 9821 | 97.64 !
b Al clialg cijeil DNNASW: clhuga 10 Jgaal) approximant
825 Al e 97 90.28 | 90.13 Mid
3 TA4)) k) s 99 9759 | 97.63 Nasal
R “lanel) das 3 Non sibilant
deddl) & u@ﬁ’ﬂ e & \ 97 97.60 | 97.31 fricative
Relu 1920 1 clidal) ailad 98 96.09 94.91 Open
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1
il Al Gliae aladiu) o s B les
Clialgl) alire ge Juadl s ael SIS il
Qg ede LY & Al Gllaeall 2ol gaes
Conall Lleny sl mylaall saaie ASuE Hladiuly
A (Al Glawdl udi dgag (e BB SHLiE JSG
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Gl vie JEl Ja e o clpad didai s
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Cajes die 1 (il Uad aey 13 o lill il Lgiga
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99.78 99.74 99.69 Post alveolar Sigmoid 1949 p) FIEY]

98.05 98.4 98.09 Middle tongue Relu 498 3

99.28 98.92 99.37 Deep tongue Adam PR &G

ggg% ggig ggig TO_IYJQUG botr_der Learning rate 6.87e-05 Optimizer
. . . ongue tip . .

99.03 | 98.68 | 99.53 Interdental Lede Ulias Al cayiaatl) 55 12 Jsaad) can

96.86 97.11 96.92 Labial

Slaay) clab dda tl) ool 48 cualy G
o il mad Alle (ayat A 25 97.54
Gl Uad (o€ L 2 400 Ayl J20S Catiadl)
b iy A Ji s L clialgll s3a e sl
syl Cagyag Vowels At gaall Cagyall cilials
Jane (e 23y Las Led Aa)lill clsaY) g5l Softness
Sl o3 ) Allad Ayl Aalay Uleays cled Uadl
dapas S clialy ge CadSs 46l dla e laaiul
2 Liad gl sl Ay Copail) Jlava (B
«Spreading) o—e J-<1 4l A e oy wt A
L& < (Post
138y aaa Lilgal are (L il die 3)iae Cilina
Ll dgiguall 5LEY) 8 Wind Jew
(b SN ciliualgl DNNASuE Ciiaas gilis 11 Jgaadl
Al 5l clily 32

alveolar <Prolongation <Affricates

Test Valid Train

96.63 96.23 97.44 Whisper
99.07 99.38 99.45 Whistle
95.28 96.66 98.41 Adhesion
99.85 99.8 99.76 Affricates
98.17 98.18 97.92 Deviate
94.72 95.81 97.85 Elevation
97.58 97.07 97.08 Fricatives
93.68 93.86 92.68 Softness
99.86 99.83 99.85 Spreading
96.79 95.06 96.26 Strength
99.78 99.65 99.67 Hiding
96.02 95.34 95.46 Moderate
98.54 98.57 99.01 Repetition
99.69 99.6 99.68 Prolongation
91.39 91.77 90.5 Vowels
94.08 95.34 97.01 Silence
99.44 98.89 98.74 Pharyngeal
98.26 96.84 97.2 Pharynx
98.95 98.14 98.62 Glottal
99.49 99.37 99.64 Uvular
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native training data based on DNN transfer
learning. IEICE Transactions on Information
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