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Architectural Representation in Syria During the Early Millennia
A.D. : Comparative Study in Particular Religious Buildings.

Dr. Randa ISMAILY

Abstract

The first millennia A.D. knew an architectural revolution reflecting the political-religious activities in
the Mediterranean Basin. Due to its strategic site, Syria had its lot of significant buildings presenting
examples of development in Arts and Architecture at that time.

The article deals with three religious buildings from Syria, imprinted with architectural
representation. Each building is related to one of the Abrahamic religions: The Synagogue of Dura
Europos in the lower valley of Euphrates, The Church of the Saint Martyrs in Tayyibat al-Imam in
central Syria, and finally The Great Omayyad Mosque in Damascus the Capital.

The common point for these buildings is the critical moment of construction that was a transitive step
between three long characterized eras: the classical Greco-Roman art with its figurative arts, the
Byzantine art with its prestigious churches and finally the Islamic art with its concept of iconoclasm .

The article depends on the visual analysis of the scenes with architectural representation. This study
passes by four levels, digging into the details. At the end of the analysis, a comparison is indispensable to
discover the architectural forms, elements and techniques of the architectural representation which kept
present in the scenes along the six centuries despite of the variable socio-religious exigencies

Key words: Architecture, First millennia A.D., Fresco, Mosaic, Perspective, Religion,
Representation, Syria.

@ Associate Professor, University of Kalamoon, Faculty of Civil and Architectural Engineering, Department of
Architecture, History and Theory of Architecture.
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